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Restoration Project Summary 

Restoration in the South Fork Nooksack River Downstream of Hutchinson Reach was 
designed to (1) increase key habitat quantity (increase number and depth of pools for 
holding and rearing, number of pool tailouts for spawning); (2) increase habitat diversity 
(i.e. increase quantity of complex wood cover in low‐flow channel, increase habitat unit 
diversity); (3) increase channel length; and (4) increase floodplain connectivity..  Phase 2 
involved installation of 10 log jams during summer 2014 and was the second of three 
phases of restoration in the Downstream of Hutchinson Reach; Phase 1 (9 ELJs) was 
constructed in 2012 and Phase 2A (8 ELJs) in 2015.   

 

Planting 

The planting objectives were to: (1) plant the project area, including areas that had been 
disturbed during construction with a mix of coniferous and deciduous species suitable 
given site conditions; and (2) clear project area of invasive vegetation, monitor survival, 
and replace dead trees to ensure 80% survival of conifer seedlings after five years.   
 
Most of the left bank floodplain landward of the project area was planted by the landowner 
prior to implementation of the restoration project, but a zone (approximately 170 feet 
wide) was reserved to provide sufficient space for log storage and equipment access for the 
Phase 2 and 2a restoration projects.  A total of 0.54 acres, representing the most riverward 
of the reserved area, was planted with conifers in 2014 by the Nooksack Indian Tribe 
restoration crew and maintained through 2015.  Conifers, including Sitka spruce (Picea 
sitchensis), Western red-cedar (Thuja plicata), Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii), and 
Grand fir (Abies grandis), were planted on 6-foot centers.   
 
In 2016, the Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association planted the remainder of the 
reserved area and began maintaining the entire reserved area to the bankline.   
 
In fall 2017, a Nooksack Tribe crew installed deciduous tree stakes and removed invasive 
species waterward of the bankline adjacent to structures 18a through 18e to improve bank 
stability.  Deciduous tree stakes – either black cottonwood (Populous tricocarpa) or willow 
species (Salix spp). – were planted on 1-2 foot centers.   No additional maintenance is 
planned. 
 
 



 


